15. Prepositions With Nouns

In comparison with other languages, Hebrew has relatively few prepositions.
Some Hebrew prepositions are inseparable and are prefixed to nouns, somewhat like
the definite article. Others are independent and function more like English
prepositions.
15.1 Hebrew has three inseparable prepositions:
2 in, by, with (plus other meanings)
D as, like, according to (plus other meanings)

'? to, for, at (plus other meanings)
These are prefixed to nouns according to the following rules:

(1) They are written with a simple sheva before consonants that have
full vowels, except in some of the instances where they stand before the tone syllable
of a word (cf. [5] below).

Examples:
ﬂW: in a name M372 according to a word M192 by a spirit
D‘l‘?t?'? for peace ANR3  with a father ]33 with a son

(2) They are written with a hireq® before consonants that have simple
(vocal) shevas. This is because two vocal shevas cannot stand together. The sheva of
the preposition, being the first of two vocal shevas in this instance, is changed to
hireq.

Examples:
P22  according to a covenant "'_1?'? for fruit
D°372  with words ‘7124!2?: in Sheol

Note, however, that if the preposition is prefixed to a noun whose
initial consonant is yod supported by a simple sheva ( ), other changes also become
necessary. First, the sheva of the preposition change's to hireq, as in the examples
above. This hireq then combines with the yod to form a hireq-yod. This in turn
causes the yod to lose its consonantal value, and the sheva beneath it drops out.

*In the following lessons, for simplicity’s sake, most of the diacritical marks
on transliterated words will be omitted. Only marks necessary for correct
pronunciation will be retained.
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Examples:
DU plus 3
T plus 3

D?'?t?ﬂ‘l"a in Jerusalem
A2 in Judah

(3) When an inseparable preposition is prefixed to a noun whose initial
consonant is supported by a compound sheva, the preposition will take the short
vowel that corresponds to that of the compound sheva. Before hatef-patah, it will
take patah; before hatef-ségol, it will take segol; before hatef-qames, it will take
games-hatuf. The vowel before the compound sheva will ordinarily be written with
a meteg.

Examples:

'WJZ_{; according to which, VN3 in truth, "7!:!? for sickness

Note, however, that occasionally before an N that has a hatef-ségol ( B ), the
preposition receives a sere and the hatef-s®gol of the N drops out.
Examples:

D 9RY  for God
“MRY? to say, saying
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(4) When an inseparable preposition is prefixed to a noun that has the
definite article, the 7 of the article drops out and is replaced by the consonant of the
preposition.

Examples:
(a) ¥R a man Uf"ﬂ‘? for a man
Vf‘!’ﬁn‘j the man W"'N‘? for the man
(b) A3 a covenant P22  according to a covenant

P*27  the covenant  F1D33  according to the covenant
(c) b;’ﬂ a temple '7;’.'!3 in a temple
‘7;":'@ the temple b;’ﬂ; in the temple

(5) When the inseparable preposition is prefixed to the tone syllable
(accented syllable) of a noun, the vowel of the preposition will often be games. This
rule applies especially to one-syllable words with “a” class vowels.
Examples:

'1‘3? to eternity, U'f@? to water

15.2 There are other prepositions, which are referred to as unattached or
independent. They function much like prepositions in English. Some of the more
common among these are:

'7N to, into, toward ’35‘7 before, in front of

!
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™Y upon, above, about ' from, out of

DY with ANR  under, instead of
I’3 between NN behind, after
Y until, unto '73!'@ beside, near

15.3 The preposition |12, “from, out of,” requires further explanation. The
rules for writing it are different from the rules for the other independent prepositions.

(1) Before nouns with the definite article, in the majority of cases the
preposition VD appears in its full form and is normally joined to the following word
by a maqqef.

Examples:

PORAT  from the earth B‘I’D"{?_J from the day

D207 from the house PRI from the tree

(2) Before indefinite nouns (nouns without the article) that have a
non-guttural as their initial consonant, the preposition '{?2 is written mem, plus hireq,
plus dagesh forte in the following consonant.

Examples:

I'» before N’2 becomes N2, from a house
'  before '[‘7?3 becomes '[WJTJ, from a king
' before D1®  becomes Bi*3, from a day

Note, however, that |l before a yod pointed with a simple sheva contracts to 2, as
in AT, “from Judah,” and D?‘?@ﬁ’?}, “from Jerusalem.”

(3) Before indefinite nouns whose initial consonant is a guttural, the
preposition ]?D is written as mem plus sere. In this case, hireq is lengthened to sere
to compensate for the guttural’s refusal to be doubled.

Examples:
" before YR becomes ¥PNM, from a man
2 before "  becomes 2, from a mountain

'® before 2Wn becomes :WH?J from a sword
|'® before ' becomes W2, from a city
I'? before WRY  becomes YN, from a head

(4) The preposition |13 may also be used to express the comparative.
Examples:

'[WHU‘]D SINT 2 better (is) the light than the darkness
) n i WP?TJ 3%  better (is) the morning than the evening
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